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WELCOME BACK FOR THE 09/10 SEASON! 

    REMINDER DATES 
   1 Sep - Board Meeting 
   4 Sep – Full Moon 
   7 Sep - Labor Day 
 13 Sep - Grandparent’s Day 
 11 Sep - Patriot Day 
 16 Sep - Wives Club Meeting  
 19 Sep - Rosh Hashanah 
 22 Sep - 1st Day of Autumn  
 22 Sep - Dinner Meeting 
 28 Sep - Yom Kippur  
   4 Oct - Full Moon 
   6 Oct - Board Meeting 

Agent Orange Linked to Many Ailments 
 A new report from and the Institute of Medicine 
panel finds that exposure to Agent Orange may raise 
the risk of heart disease and Parkinson's disease. The 
findings add to a growing list of conditions that could 
be linked to Agent Orange, including leukemia, pros-
tate cancer, type II diabetes and birth defects in the 
children of the veterans exposed. The report "Veterans 
and Agent Orange" is available on the National Acad-
emies Press website.  For further information see  
Agent Orange on Military.com.  From this web site you 
can link further to “Veterans' Benefits for those ex-
posed to Agent Orange”.  

 The Yellow Ribbon Fund 
 Founded in 2005, the Yellow Ribbon Fund assists in-
jured service members and their families while they recuper-
ate at the Walter Reed Army Medical Center in Washington, 
DC and the National Naval Medical Center in Bethesda, Md. 
The organization offers several programs for recovering ser-
vice members, including a mentor/intern program in which 
they can learn job skills from a local company. Family mem-
bers and friends visiting a recovering service member are eli-
gible for a Yellow Ribbon Fund rental car through the Soldier 
and Family Assistance Center at either medical facility. To 
make a donation or for more information, visit The Yellow 
Ribbon Fund website. 

 Purple Heart Stamp Reissued 
 
 Tammy Duckworth, Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) 
assistant secretary for Public and Intergovernmental Affairs, 
recently spoke at a U.S. Postal Service ceremony announcing 
the reissue of the Purple Heart stamp. This is the fifth issue of 
the Purple Heart definitive postage stamp. The Purple Heart 
stamp was first issued on May 20, 2003. The reissued stamp 
features a photograph by Ira Wexler of one of two Purple Hearts 
awarded to James Loftus Fowler of Alexandria, Va., who 
was battalion commander of the Third Battalion, Fourth Ma-
rines serving in Vietnam.  A picture of the new Purple Heart 
stamp is available on the U.S. Postal Service website.  

Passed Away 
WEBB, Kenneth L. Maj. USAF (Ret), 88, of Clearwater, 
died May 15. He was predeceased by his wife Dorothy 
and survived by son, Ken & family. His memorial was 
held May 29.  He was a long time chapter member. 

Upcoming Meeting Speakers 
September - Christal Hice,  PHCC Coordinator of Scholar-
ships & Donor Relations.  Reservation form on page 5. 
October - Tom Castriota, Castriota Chevrolet, speaking 
about current events in the auto industry. 
November - Chapter member Maj. Jerry Miller on the his-
tory of our flag. 
December - Installation of Officers, LCol Larry Fernald, 
USAF, AVP West Central Area,  and Music by Lucy. 

Tip of the Hat  
… to the Suncoast (Fla.) Chapter for adding 
$2,000 to the coffers of the scholarship fund they 
established at Pasco-Hernando Community College 
in New Port Richey, Fla. Interest from the fund, 
which now has $21,500, is used to provide scholar-
ships to deserving students. Wendy Neurock, an 
aspiring teacher and daughter of a deceased veteran, 
received your scholarship in 2008. The heartfelt 
note she wrote thanking chapter members lets us 
know this service project really hit the mark.  
(Published by MOAA) 

Visit MOAA’s 
Health Care Hap-
penings Blog 
 MOAA’s Health Care 
Happenings Blog, which is 
sponsored by the Govern-
ment Relations and Benefits 
Information and Financial 
Education departments, is 
here: See what they’re say-
ing and post your own 
thoughts.  
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The Board of Directors meets 2 pm 
the  1st Tuesday of each month at 
the Pasco County Library, Re-
gency Park Branch, 9701 Little 
Road.  All members are welcome to 
attend and make any presentation.  
The General Meeting is held the 
4th Tuesday of each month, except 
May through August & Dec.  All 
members should attend.  A social 
hour is held and dinner is served at 
the Spartan Manor Restaurant. 

 Meeting Called to Order at 2 p.m. by Pres. Don Knutson with the following in attendance:  
Don Knutson, John Alderman, Bob Frankel, Harley Grace, Jerry Miller, Janice Shortt, Mel 
Sweat, Bob Wiggins and Verna Weber. 
 Secretary – Verna Weber:  Minutes of April meeting approved as printed in the Advisor 
and received by members via E-mail.  
 Treasurer – Jerry Miller:  Report explained and discussed.  Motion to accept by Bob Wig-
gins and Bob Frankel.  Copies of the proposed budget for 2009-2010 were distributed and ex-
plained.  Motion by Janice Shortt  that the proposed budget be accepted as presented .  2nd by 
Bob Wiggins.  Motion passed.  Jerry questioned our group needing to E-file with the IRS.  Was 
advised there were new rules – Janice will E-mail him information she has, since the MOWC 
had to E-file. 
 Don Knutson:  Letter received from Congressman Gus Bilirakis concerning the Service 
Academies appointees.  They will be officially recognized at a reception held at the Marriott 
Courtyard Hotel, 4012 Tampa Road, Oldsmar on Monday, June 1.  Time – 6-8 p.m.  The Con-
gressman’s office (Rosalie) will need to know how many from our Chapter will be attending.  
Bob Frankel and Bob Wiggins will be attending, as will Don Knutson. 
 
Old Business: 
 JROTC Awards Ceremonies:  At a recent (April 22) Awards Ceremony at River Ridge 
High School, Pres. Don Knutson also presented an ROA Medal as a courtesy to Pasco Veterans 
Council. 
 Picnic:  To date we have received 27 reservations.  Bob Frankel will bring the golf putting 
game.  Ed Schenk will take care of the prizes.  Harley Grace has in his possession the horseshoe 
set belonging to Fred Gray – he would like someone else to take responsibility for it, as we no 
longer use it at the picnics. 
 Health Issues:  Al Schonberg is feeling better. Board Member Dottie Cunningham has been 
unable to attend meetings due to illness.  Hopefully she will be able to attend by September, as 
she has not sent a letter of Resignation. 
 Bob Frankel:  Reported that new VA card no longer shows SS# or DOB.  This information 
now imbedded in magnetic strip.  Urged all to remember when they visit the VA office to get 
new card. 
 
 Future Activities:  Bob Frankel 
Show Palace – “Fiddler on the Roof” – November 2009. 
Starlite Princess paddlewheel boat out of St Pete Beach – Sunday, Jan. 17, 2010 (tentative date).  
Probable cost $35 pp, which includes meal, 2 ½  hr trip, jazz band.  Cash bar.  We will invite the 
West Central Chapter  to join us. 
 Programs (tentative schedule): 
September:  Ginny Brown-Waite (or her Aide) – Don Knutson will arrange. Her new office is in 
Spring Hill, making this program of interest to West Central Chapter; also invite our MOWC 
members. 
October:  PHCC Speaker. 
November:  Jerry Miller – Flags; Election of Officers. 
December:  Holiday Party – Entertainment by DJ Lucy.  Installation of Officers by Area VP. 
 
Next Board of Directors Meeting – September 1, 2009 
Noted by Mel Sweat – Walgreens is also offering a discount to Military ID Card holders if you 
check out at the Cosmetic counter. 
Meeting adjourned at 3:00 p.m.  Motion by Janice Shortt, 2nd by Harley Grace. 

MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
SUNCOAST CHAPTER, MOAA 

May 7, 2009 

NASA Website Invites Visitors 
 The National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) is inviting people to 
make their voice heard as a panel of experts conducts an independent review of planned 
U.S. human space flight activities through a new website for the Review of U.S. Human 
Space Flight Plans Committee. Anyone may use the new website to submit questions, 
upload documents or comment about topics relevant to the committee's operations. For 
information about NASA and agency activities, visit the NASA website.  
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Luncheon Cruise 
 We have finalized plans for our club to have a 2-1/2 hour luncheon cruise 
on the StarLite Majesty on Sunday, January 24, 2010.  The ship will depart 
from the Clearwater Beach Marina. Boarding will begin at 12:30 PM and depar-
ture will be at 1 PM.  In addition to an excellent luncheon menu and cruise, we 
will be treated to a 2-1/2 hour Dixieland Jazz band performance. 
 The total cost for the cruise and luncheon (including service charge) will 
be just $35. The luncheon includes a sit down meal with salad, bread, choice of 
six entrees from the menu, dessert, coffee or tea. Any other beverages are extra.  

 The next issue of the ADVISOR will have additional information as well as the reservation form. It will be a lot of 
fun, so please mark your calendar and plan to attend. 
Bob Frankel  

����������	
�	
����������	
�	
����������	
�	
����������	
�	
� ���

In case you missed our last outing, the May pic-
nic at Starkey Park, you missed good food and a 
good time.  Here are some pictures of the event. 

Of course, eating 
came first. Then 
came the cus-
tomary golf com-
petition in 
women’s and 
men’s categories. 

Bob Wiggins 
and Carolyn 
Schenk were 
men’s and 
women’s win-
ners.  In a play 
off between the 
two, Carolyn 
won! 
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 To start off the fall season, we have arranged for our chapter members and         
guests to attend “Fiddler on the Roof” on Friday evening, November 6, 2009 at the 
Show Palace Dinner Theatre, 16128 US Highway 19, Hudson, FL 34667.  The doors 
will open at 6 PM, Dinner Buffet at 6:30 PM and the performance will begin at 8 
PM. 
 We have reserved 40 seats at the same great tables we had at the last perform-

ance. We also have a very good flat rate price of $40.00/person plus a nominal gratuity.  Please make your reservation 
early by completing the form below and sending it along with your check made out to Suncoast Chapter, MOAA to; 
������������������������������������������ � � � Suncoast Chapter, MOAA 
                                               P.O. Box 854 
                                               Port Richey, FL 34673-0854 �
� “In Anetevka, lives can be as shaky as a fiddler on the roof. And how do we keep our balance? That I can tell you in one 
word…TRADITION”. So begins the universally beloved story of Tevye, the milkman. His world is turned upside down as his young 
daughters start romances with all the wrong people, authorities drive the Jews from their homes throughout Russia, and now he has 
to pull his own cart because his horse lost his shoe… would it have been so terrible if he had just a small fortune?  Love, family and 
good humor conquer all in “FIDDLER ON THE ROOF”.  Keep the family tradition alive with one of the American theatre’s most 
honored musicals, filled with such all-time classic songs as “Tradition”, “Matchmaker”, “If I Were a Rich Man” and “Sunrise, Sun-
set”.  
 
Suncoast Chapter, MOAA 
P.O. Box 854 
Port Richey, FL 34673-0854 
 
Please reserve _____ seats at $40/each = ______ for the November 6, 2009 performance of “Fiddler on the Roof”. 
 
Name _______________________________ 
 

Meaning of the Folding of the American Flag-Truth! & Fiction!  
 
The Story: WHY THE AMERICAN FLAG IS FOLDED 13 TIMES 
 Have you ever noticed on TV or at military funerals that the honor guard pays meticulous attention to correctly folding the 
American flag 13 times? 
 The first fold of our flag is a symbol of life.  
 The second fold is a symbol of our belief in eternal life. 
 The third fold is made in honor and remembrance of the veterans departing our ranks who gave a portion of their lives for the 
defense of our country to attain peace throughout the world.  
 The fourth fold represents our weaker nature, for as American citizens trusting in God, it is to Him we turn in times of peace as 
well as in time of war for His divine guidance. 
 The fifth fold is a tribute to our country, for in the words of Stephen Decatur, "Our Country, in dealing with other countries, 
may she always be right; but it is still our country, right or wrong."  
 The sixth fold is for where our hearts lie. It is with our heart that we pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of Amer-
ica, and to the Republic for which it stands, one Nation under God, indivisible, with Liberty and Justice for all. 
 The seventh fold is a tribute to our Armed Forces, for it is through the Armed Forces that we protect our country and our flag 
against all her enemies, whether they be found within or without the boundaries of our republic. 
 The eighth fold is a tribute to the one who entered into the valley of the shadow of death, that we might see the light of day, and 
to honor mother, for whom it flies on Mother's Day.  
 The ninth fold is a tribute to womanhood; for it has been through their faith, their love, loyalty and devotion that the character 
of the men and women who have made this country great has been molded. 
 The tenth fold is a tribute to the father, for he, too, has given his sons and daughters for the defense of our country since they 
were first born.   
 The eleventh fold, in the eyes of a Hebrew citizen represents the lower portion of the seal of King David and King Solomon, 
and glorifies in their eyes, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.                                                                              Cont’d On Page 5 
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MEAL RESERVATION  

Please mail your check  payable to Suncoast Chapter, MOAA, for $17.00 per person, tips and gratuity included, and meal 
selection to Secretary,  Suncoast Chapter, P.O. Box 854, Port Richey, Fl., 34673-0854.   We will base our count to Spartan 
Manor on the number of reservations that we receive.   Please send your check and meal selection so that it is received by 
Friday before the meeting.  If this presents a difficulty, call Harley Grace at 863-0653.  We will meet at: 

SPARTAN MANOR 
6121 Massachusetts Ave., New Port Richey, Fl. 

Our Next Dinner Meeting  
Will be 

22 SEPTEMBER 2009 
Social hour is 6 pm (1800 hours). Dinner will be served at 7pm (1900 hours) 

Speaking will be: 
Christal Hice,  PHCC Coordinator of 

Scholarships & Donor Relations 

Entrée choices are:  (Please indicate selection) 
Chicken Cordon Bleu  

Baked Fish (panpasius, like grouper)  
Veggie Plate 

Please make reservations for _____ persons for this meeting. 
If you have any special dietary requirements please list them here. 

 
Name and telephone number:______________________________________________ 

 
Signature_______________________________________________________________ 

 
I will need a ride:  Yes(   )   No  (  ) 
———————————————————————————————————— 

Cont’d from  Page 4 
 The twelfth fold, in the eyes of a Christian citizen, represents an emblem of eternity and glorifies, in their eyes, God the Father, 
the Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 The 13th fold, or when the flag is completely folded, the stars are uppermost reminding them of their nation’s motto, 'In God 
We Trust.'  
 After the flag is completely folded and tucked in, it takes on the appearance of a cocked hat, ever reminding us of the soldiers 
who served under General George Washington, and the sailors and marines who served under Captain John Paul Jones, who were 
followed by their comrades and shipmates in the Armed Forces of the United States, preserving for us the rights, privileges, and free-
doms we enjoy today. There are some traditions and ways of doing things which have deep meaning.  
 
The Truth: 
 The meaning of the folding of the American flag that is described above is beautiful, patriotic, and not without importance, but 
it is not official and not required.  Public Law 94-344, known as the Federal Flag Code, is the law of the land regarding the handling 
and displaying of the American flag.  It does not include anything regarding the significance or meaning of folding the flag.  The 
code was first adopted by Congress in 1923 and revised numerous times.  According to the American Legion, the code does not call 
for a ceremonial folding of the flag and the folding procedure is also traditional.  Same for the meanings of the folds. Nobody seems 
to know when or where it originated or who wrote it.  
 Official or not, the statement has gained status as the traditional meaning of the folds and was found in many governmental and 
military manuals and recited at numerous military funerals. In October, 2007, the National Cemetery Administration banned the 
practice of giving the meaning of the folds of the flag at all national cemeteries, but the decision was quickly revised.  The U.S. De-
partment of Veterans Affairs issued a statement on 10/20/07 saying that any recitations at the graveside of a veteran can reflect the 
wishes of the family.  In other words, if the family wants the meaning of the folds to be included, it can be included.  
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MILITARY OFFICER’S WIVES CLUB 
LUNCHEON MEETING & MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL  

 
Wednesday 

SEPTEMBER 16, 2008 
at 

SPARTAN MANOR 
6121 Massachusetts Avenue, New Port Richey 

Social Time: 11:30 A.M.  Luncheon 12:00 Noon 
 

The program will be welcome back  
and membership renewal 

 
 Husbands and guests invited 

Reservations are required: to make or cancel please call: 
   Dorothy Cunningham...372-7615 
   Elaine Dunn.....……......942-1153 


