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MOAA Announces New Travel Services

MOAA has selected International Cruise and Excursions Inc. (ICE) as the new MOAA-endorsed travel provider for its
members and chapters. Beginning Oct. 15, ICE will provide products and services through MOAA's new travel Web site,
www.moaatravel.org, with best-price guarantees on all cruises, resorts, vacation homes, experiential vacations, and tours.
Discounted rates on air travel, hotels, and rental cars also are available. (Until Oct 15 you may see this MOAA travel site.)

Recognizing the importance of travel revenue to MOAA chapters, ICE has agreed to deliver a Chapter Travel Program to
include: 1. chapter royalty accumulation at the following rates: $25 per resort booking and $50 per cruise, vacation home,
experiential, and tours booking;

2. additional revenue share on sales of new products (as they are developed);

3. special group cruise offers and other ICE-sponsored social and community events;

4. ICE representation at chapter meetings, conferences, and events (as requested and available);

5. incentives for chapter events and symposia; and 6. monthly chapter reports and royalty updates.

In addition, ICE has set up a reward program for MOAA members. Under this program, regular MOAA members auto-
matically will receive an initial 2,500 reward points (a savings up to $150), and MOAA Life Members will receive 5,000 re-
ward points (a savings up to $300). MOAA members then may redeem these points on qualifying best-price guaranteed travel
products. Members also will earn additional reward points on every travel-related ICE product or service they use.

ICE also has developed members-only registry vacation packages — open-itinerary and discounted two-for-one packages
that allow MOAA members to change vacation plans without penalty within a 12-month period. Members also may split the
two vacations into two separate time frames or give one or both to family and friends.

To accommodate MOAA members' individual information and one-on-one service requirements, members may book
online or call an ICE travel vacation consultant toll-free at (866) 724-4462.

Suncoast Chae.r', MOAA

Upcoming Events Mark your calendars for May 21-23 2010, and
come to the Military Officer’s Association Flor-
ida Council of Chapters annual convention in
beautiful southwest Florida at the Crowne Plaza
Hotel in Fort Myers. For details and registra-
tion form, go to the Florida Council of Chapters
NO\{ember 6, Show.Palace - “Fiddler on the Roof”. See page 4 for infor- ‘vycfi)l:ls‘l:;ﬁo::,fv:;’g 0;;2'2;%0“c‘l‘lzcé(lo,,ozlonvg:f
mation and reservation form. . tion or you can contact Jim Conner at 239-542-
November 17, Board Meeting - Normal November board meeting changed 5627 or jmcfl@comcast.net.

to this date.
November 24, Dinner Meeting - Speaking will be chapter member Maj. Jerry Miller on REMINDER DATES

October 27, Dinner Meeting - Tom Castriota, Castriota Chevrolet, speak-
ing about current events in the auto industry. Reservation form on page 5.
Tom gave an interesting talk on Iraq to the chapter in February 2008 after
his return from Iraqi deployment. Nominations for officers and board will
also occur.

the history of our flag. Election of officers and board will also be made. 6 Oct - Board Meeting
December 15, Dinner Meeting - Installation of Officers, LCol Larry Fernald, USAF, | 9 Oct - Last Day of Sukkot
AVP West Central Area, and Music by Lucy. 12 Oct - Columbus Day

16 Oct - National Boss Day

January 24, Luncheon Cruise - See page 4 for more information and reservation form. 210 . ;
- . . . ct - Wives Club Meeting
January 26, Dinner Meeting - Speaking will be E. Honey Dalton of The Deaf and Heard | 24 ¢t - United Nations Day
of Hearing Services of Florida, Inc. 27 Oct - Dinner Meeting
February 20 (Saturday), trip to Armed Forces Military Museum, Largo - The tour | 31 Oct - Halloween
includes a reception buffet luncheon in their “Officer’s Club Hut”. This event will | 1Nov-AllSaints’Day
be very informative. The next issue of the ADVISOR will have more details. 1 Nov - Daylight Savings Time End

. 2 Nov- Full Moon
March, A Day at the Races - Horse racing at the track. 3 Nov - Election Day




The Board of Directors meets 2 pm
the 1st Tuesday of each month at
the Pasco County Library, Re-
gency Park Branch, 9701 Little
Road. All members are welcome to
attend and make any presentation.
The General Meeting is held the
4th Tuesday of each month, except
May through August & Dec. All
members should attend. A social
hour is held and dinner is served at
the Spartan Manor Restaurant.

MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
SUNCOAST CHAPTER, MOAA

September 1, 2009

Meeting Called to Order by Pres. Don Knutson at 2 p.m. with the following in attendance: Don Knutson, John
Alderman, Dottie Cunningham, Bob Frankel, Jerry Miller, Janice Shortt, Jack Stanard, Molly Stanard, Melvin Sweat,
Verna Weber and Bob Wiggins.

Don Knutson: Our Chapter is having difficulty renewing our organization’s Tax Exempt Status — our current
Certificate of Exemption expired 29 July 2009. The IRS now requires the original letter from them affirming our organi-
zation’s exempt status. Jerry and Verna will both check their records for this letter. Don has drawn up a flyer for our
upcoming Sunday, Jan. 24 River Boat Cruise out of Clearwater. (Discussion relating to the date difference between the
Secretary’s Minutes and the Advisor announcement — Bob Frankel clarified this — dates changed after our Board Meet-
ing due to a change of vessel (would not be Paddle Wheeler as originally thought). Don brought us up to date about the
10 night November 20™ Thanksgiving Cruise — prices are a definite bargain and cabin bookings are going fast — anyone
interested in taking this cruise needs to book ASAP.

Treasurer’s Report- Jerry Miller: E-mailed report to Board Members discussed and approved. An amount had
been budgeted for expenses incurred by Delegates attended the recent FL. Council of Chapters Convention. Reimburse-
ment was refused. Jerry also notified us that he would not be attending our October Board Meeting, but would be back
in time for our next General Meeting. At this time Jerry also noted that his program on flags in November would exceed
the usual 20-30 minute time frame — will most likely run for 45 minutes — would this present a problem — since the Elec-
tion of Officers and Board Members also takes place at our November meeting. Told this would be O.K.

Member reports:

Dottie Cunningham: Nothing to report, as this is her first Board Meeting attendance since she was elected — ill-
ness intervened. Questioned as to whether the November meeting date be changed due to some members going on the
Cruise. Board decision that nothing be changed.

Secretary — Verna Weber: Presented Bob Frankel with a “joke-type” “Daffy Duck” Award Certificate for his
efforts in obtaining our Library meeting place under difficult circumstances. Various pieces of Correspondence received
which is no longer applicable — letter from Cong. Gus Bilirakis; letter of notification from Tampa Chapter regarding
their monthly newsletter “The Retrospect” -- in order to save unnecessary expenses they will no longer be mailing their
newsletter to our Chapter. We may request the issues be sent as an E-mail attachment by sending our name and E-mail
address to moaatampachapter @tampabay.rr.com. Decided that this address be printed in the Advisor for any of our
members interested. Alternatively, we may also go to their web site at http://www.moaatampa.com along with a hyper-
link (MOAA SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER). Our President, Don, or Secretary will download and bring any pertinent
information to Board Meetings.

Tampa Chapter also published the latest complete information on Military ID card renewal — this is a more com-
plete notification than that was printed in our April issue of our Advisor.

Information concerning the Armed Forces Museum in Largo as activity for our Chapter — interesting newspaper
write-up about the Museum — Bob Frankel will check concerning cost, dates, etc.

Letter received from Brian Corley, Supervisor of Elections concerning that office presenting programs.

Membership application received from Chaplain Morson Livingston — Secretary sent letter welcoming him into
our Chapter.

Bob Frankel: Reported that he has reserved our meeting room here at the Library for Tues., Oct 6; however, the
November Board meeting will need to be changed to Tues., Nov. 17, due to the Library having a book sale and the room
will be unavailable on our usual date.

Future activities:

Friday, Nov. 6, 2009 —Show Palace — “Fiddler on the Roof” — Reservations for 40 persons. Sign-up sheet in
Advisor

January 24 — Reservation for 30 people for the Starlight Luncheon Cruise out of Clearwater Beach. There will be
a sign-up sheet for this event in the October issue of the Advisor. (Bob noted that he is still in need of our Tax Exemp-
tion Certificate that we are waiting on).

Military Museum — possibility for a Saturday in February.

Tampa Bay Downs — Day at the Races — arrangements to be made.

Possibility of Richey Suncoast Theater productions — It was felt the drawbacks to this venue were lack of conven-
ient place for a group of our size for meal together, plus parking can be a problem. This will again be brought up to our
members.

Bob Wiggins: Presentation of ROTC Medals, Certificates, and checks to our 7 JROTC High School Military
Units was completed satisfactorily in May. This is our Chapter’s ongoing project, and Bob will again head it in 2010.

Programs: Sept. -- PHCC Scholarship Program — Crystal Hice

October — Tom Castriota. We will also have Nominations at this meeting.

November — Jerry Miller — Flag presention. Election of Officers

December 15 (note date) — Installation of Officers and Board Members by West Central Area Vice Presi-
dent LtCol Larry Fernald, USAF (RET). This is our Holiday Program, with Music by Lucy. (This date change has been
confirmed with Spartan Manor).

For Publicity, Bob has been in contact with St. Petersburg Times, Suncoast News and local Villager concerning
our Chapter’s meeting dates, programs, etc. Also noted that he has miscellaneous Chapter items stored in his home —
Original photo albums, assorted photos, Banners, original membership cards, original Charter from MOAA, records
concerning our Scholarship Fund, 25™ Anniversary awards, Corporate Seal, some ROTC records. Would appreciate
suggestions concerning programs.

Mel Sweat — Ray Collard, recently hospitalized, will be undergoing Cancer treatment. He continues to be “up-
beat”, with a good attitude.

John Alderman — He is still contacting those who have shown an interest in our Chapter.

Don Knutson —Will enter our Chapter for the Outstanding Chapter Award. Also has new Policy and Procedure
Manual (3). Will order more copies. One copy was given to Bob Wiggins and one to Verna.

There being no further business, motion to adjourn by Bob Frankel, 2™ by Janice Shortt. Meeting adjourned at
3:20 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Verna Weber, Sec’y




Guarding the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier

The information below is quoted from the website of the Society of the Honor Guard, Tomb of the Unknown
Soldier, www.tombguard.org. It is presented here because there have been several emails circulated about the
Honor Guard which contain some erroneous information. That wrong information is corrected below.

1. How does the Guard rotation work? Is it an 8 hour shift?

Currently, the Tomb Guards work on a three Relief (team) rotation - 24 hours on, 24 hours off, 24 hours on, 24 hours off, 24 hours on, 96 hours off. However, over
the years it has been different. The time off isn't exactly free time. It takes the average Sentinel 8 hours to prep his/her uniform for the next work day. Additionally,
they have Physical Training, Tomb Guard training, and haircuts to complete before the next work day.

2. How many steps does the Guard take during his walk across the Tomb of the Unknowns and why?

21 steps. It alludes to the twenty-one gun salute, which is the highest honor given any military or foreign dignitary.

3. How long does the Sentinel hesitate after his about face to begin his return walk and does he carry his rifle on the same shoulder all the time, and if not, why not?
He does not execute an about face. He stops on the 21st step, then turns and faces the Tomb for 21 seconds. Then he turns to face back down the mat, changes his
weapon to the outside shoulder, counts 21 seconds, then steps off for another 21 step walk down the mat. He faces the Tomb at each end of the 21 step walk for 21
seconds. The Sentinel then repeats this over and over until he is relieved at the Guard Change.

4. Why are his gloves wet?

His gloves are moistened to improve his grip on the rifle.

5. How often are the Guards changed?

The Guard is changed every thirty minutes during the summer (April 1 to Sep 30) and every hour during the winter (Oct 1 to Mar 31). During the hours the cemetery
is closed, the guard is changed every 2 hours. The Tomb is guarded, and has been guarded, every minute of every day since 1937.

6. Is it true they must commit 2 years of life to guard the Tomb, live in a barracks under the tomb, and cannot drink any alcohol on or off duty for the rest of their
lives?

No, this is a false rumor. The average tour at the Tomb is about a year. There is NO set time for service there. The Sentinels live either in a barracks on Ft. Myer (the
Army post located adjacent to the cemetery) or off base if they like. They do have living quarters under the steps of the amphitheater where they stay during their 24
hour shifts, but when they are off, they are off. And if they are of legal age, they may drink anything they like, except while on duty.

7.Is it true they cannot swear in public for the rest of their lives?

Again, another false rumor.

8. Is it true after two years, the guard is given a wreath pin that is worn on their lapel signifying they served as Guard of the Tomb, that there are only 400 presently
worn, and that the Guard must obey these rules for the rest of their lives or give up the wreath pin?

The Tomb Guard Identification Badge is awarded after the Sentinel passes a series of tests. The Badge is permanently awarded after a Sentinel has served 9 months as
a Sentinel at the Tomb. Over 500 have been awarded since its creation in the late 1950's. And while the Badge can be revoked, the offense must be such that it dis-
credits the Tomb. Revocation is at the Regimental Commander’s discretion. But you can drink a beer and even swear and still keep the Badge. The Badge is a full size
award, worn on the right pocket of the uniform jacket, not a lapel pin.

9. Are the shoes specially made with very thick soles to keep the heat and cold from their feet?

The shoes are standard issue military dress shoes. They are built up so the sole and heel are equal in height. This allows the Sentinel to stand so that his back is
straight and perpendicular to the ground. A side effect of this is that the Sentinel can "roll" on the outside of the build up as he walks down the mat. This allows him to
move in a fluid fashion. If he does this correctly, his hat and bayonet will appear to not "bob" up and down with each step. It gives him a more formal and smooth
look to his walk, rather than a "marching" appearance. The soles have a steel tip on the toe and a "horseshoe" steel plate on the heel. This prevents wear on the sole
and allows the Sentinel to move smoothly during his movements when he turns to face the Tomb and then back down the mat.

Then there is the "clicker". It is a shank of steel attached to the inside of the face of the heel build-up on each shoe. It allows the Sentinel to click his heels during
certain movements. If a guard change is really hot, it is called a "smoker" because all the heel clicks fall together and sound like one click. In fact, the guard change is
occasionally done in the "silent" mode (as a sign of devotion to the Unknowns"). No voice commands - every thing is done in relation to the heel clicks and on spe-
cific counts.

10. How many times will a Soldier be on duty during the shift?

Each Relief (team) has a rotation during the 24 hour work day. This rotation is dependent on the number of Soldier-Sentinels who are proficient enough to guard the
Tomb. The standard is 3-4 qualified Sentinels, 1-2 Relief Commander/Assistant Relief Commander, and 1-2 Sentinels in training. Generally, the Sentinel will be on
guard duty for a tour and have two tours off in between - then go out for another tour. However, in extreme cases, Sentinels have been known to go back-to-back for
the entire 24 hour shift.

11. Has anyone ever tried to get past the Tomb guards, or attempted to deface the Tomb?

Yes, that is the reason why we now guard the Tomb. Back in the early 1920's, we didn't have guards and the Tomb looked much different. People often came to the
cemetery in those days for picnics during which time some would actually use the Tomb as a picnic area (probably because of the view). Soon after, 1925, they
posted a civilian guard; in 1926, a military guard was posted during cemetery hours; and on July 1, 1937, this was expanded to the 24-hour watch. Since then, the
ceremony has developed throughout the years to what we have today. Today, most of the challenges faced by the Sentinels are tourists who want to get a better pic-
ture or uncontrolled children (which generally is very frightening for the parent when the Soldier challenges the child).

12. What happened to the soldier that was in the Tomb from the Vietnam War?

The remains of the Vietnam Unknown Soldier were exhumed May 14, 1998. Based on mitochondrial DNA testing, identified the remains as those of Air Force 1st Lt.
Michael Joseph Blassie, who was shot down near An Loc, Vietnam, in 1972. It has been decided that the crypt that contained the remains of the Vietnam Unknown
will remain vacant.

13. What is it like to guard in bad weather?

The guards at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier (we call ourselves "Sentinels") are completely dedicated to their duty of guarding the Tomb. Because of that dedica-
tion, the weather does not bother them. In fact, they consider it an honor to stand their watch (we call it "walking the mat"), regardless of the weather. It gets cold, it
gets hot - but the Sentinels never budge. And they never allow any feeling of cold or heat to be seen by anyone.

14. Do you guard in a blizzard or a bad thunderstorm?

YES, BUT the accomplishment of the mission and welfare of the Soldier is never put at risk. The Tomb Guards have contingencies that are ready to be executed IF
the weather conditions EVER place the Soldiers at risk of injury or death — such as lightning, high winds, etc. This ensures that Sentinels can maintain the Tomb
Guard responsibilities while ensuring soldier safety. It is the responsibility of the Chain of Command from the Sergeant of the Guard to the Regimental Commander to
ensure mission accomplishment and soldier welfare at all times.

It was erroneously reported that during Hurricane Isabel, the Sentinels were ordered to abandon their posts for shelter and that they refused. No such order was ever
given. All proper precautions were taken to ensure the safety of the Sentinels while accomplishing their mission. Risk assessments are constantly conducted by the
Chain of Command during changing conditions to ensure that soldier welfare is maintained during mission accomplishment.

15. Do you guard all night long, even when the cemetery is closed?

The Tomb is guarded 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. In fact, there has been a Sentinel on duty in front of the Tomb every minute of every day since 1937. And the
Sentinel does not change the way he guards the Tomb, even at night when there is no one around. The Sentinels do this because they feel that the Unknown Soldiers
who are buried in the Tomb deserve the very best they have to give.

16. How many Sentinels have been female?
There have been 3 female Sentinels.




SHOW PALACE DINNER THEATRE
CHAPTER AFFAIR

To start off the fall season, we have arranged for our chapter members and
guests to attend “Fiddler on the Roof” on Friday evening, November 6, 2009 at the
Show Palace Dinner Theatre, 16128 US Highway 19, Hudson, FL 34667. The doors
will open at 6 PM, Dinner Buffet at 6:30 PM and the performance will begin at 8
PM.

We have reserved 40 seats at the same great tables we had at the last perform-
ance. We also have a very good flat rate price of $40.00/person plus a nominal gratuity. Please make your reservation
early by completing the form below and sending it along with your check made out to Suncoast Chapter, MOAA to;
Suncoast Chapter, MOAA, P.O. Box 854, Port Richey, FL 34673-0854.

All reservations should be received prior to October 19, 2009. Tickets will be distributed at the October 27 dinner-
meeting.

“In Anetevka, lives can be as shaky as a fiddler on the roof. And how do we keep our balance? That I can tell you in
one word... TRADITION”. So begins the universally beloved story of Tevye, the milkman. His world is turned upside
down as his young daughters start romances with all the wrong people, authorities drive the Jews from their homes
throughout Russia, and now he has to pull his own cart because his horse lost his shoe... would it have been so terrible if
he had just a small fortune? Love, family and good humor conquer all in “FIDDLER ON THE ROOF”. Keep the fam-
ily tradition alive with one of the American theatre’s most honored musicals, filled with such all-time classic songs as
“Tradition”, “Matchmaker”, “If I Were a Rich Man” and “Sunrise, Sunset”.

Suncoast Chapter, MOAA

P.O. Box 854

Port Richey, FL 34673-0854

Please reserve seats at $40/each = for the November 6, 2009 performance of ‘“Fiddler on the Roof”’.

Name

LUNG CHTEUON CRUISE

Please join us for a beautiful 2-1/2 hour luncheon cruise with your MOAA

| colleagues and guests on the Starlite Majesty on Sunday, January 24, 2010. The
ship will depart from the Clearwater Beach Marina, 25 Causeway Blvd, Clear-
] water Beach, FL. 33767-2064. Boarding will begin at 12:30 PM and departure
will be at 1 PM. In addition to an excellent luncheon menu and cruise, we will
be treated to a 2-1/2 hour live Dixieland Jazz performance. The luncheon in-
cludes a sit-down meal with salad, bread, choice of six entrees from the menu,
dessert, coffee and tea. Any other beverages are extra. This will be a delightful afternoon for everyone. The total cost
per person including service charge will be only $35.

Please complete the form below along with your check made out to the Suncoast Chapter, MOAA and send to:
Secretary, Suncoast Chapter, MOAA; PO Box 854; Port Richey, FL 34673-0854. The reservation should be received by
our chapter prior to January 4, 2010. If you have any questions, please contact Bob Frankel at (727) 869-9435 or at
rfrankel @tampabay.rr.com.

Please reserve places at $35 each = for the January 24, 2010 luncheon cruise.

Name Address




MEAL RESERVATION

Please mail your check payable to Suncoast Chapter, MOAA, for $18.00 per person, tips and gratuity included, and meal
selection to Secretary, Suncoast Chapter, P.O. Box 854, Port Richey, Fl., 34673-0854. We will base our count to Spartan
Manor on the number of reservations that we receive. Please send your check and meal selection so that it is received by
Friday before the meeting. If this presents a difficulty, call Harley Grace at 863-0653. We will meet at:

SPARTAN MANOR

6121 Massachusetts Ave., New Port Richey, FI.

Our Next Dinner Meeting

Will be

27 OCTOBER 2009

Social hour is 6 pm (1800 hours). Dinner will be served at 7pm (1900 hours)

Speaking will be:

Tom Castriota, Castriota Chevrolet, speak-
ing about current events in the auto industry.

Entrée choices are: (Please indicate selection)

Fried Shrimp
Chicken A L’orange
Veggie Plate

Please make reservations for persons for this meeting (at $18 per).
If you have any special dietary requirements please list them here.

Name and telephone number:

Signature

I will need a ride: Yes( ) No ()

Getting Your Free Credit Report

The three nationwide consumer reporting
companies are using one website, one toll-free
telephone number, and one mailing address for
consumers to order a free annual report. To or-
der, click on annualcreditreport.com, call 1-877-
322-8228, or complete the Annual Credit Report
Request Form and mail it to: Annual Credit Re-
port Request Service, P.O. Box 105281, Atlanta,
GA 30348-5281. The law allows you to order
one free copy from each of the nationwide con-
sumer reporting companies every 12 months.
Consumer reporting companies sell the informa-
tion in your report to creditors, insurers, employ-
ers, and other businesses with a legitimate need
for it. They use the information to evaluate your
applications for credit, insurance, employment,
or a lease.

Camp Darby Welcomes Retirees

If you’re able to include a European trip in your plans, Camp Darby, Italy,
wants you. Facilities are open to all military retirees. Camp Darby is home to
the only American Beach in Europe. Though a small military community of
1,800 people, it has more than 38,000 visitors annually. Located in the heart of
Tuscany, it’s a springboard to discovering Italy. Pisa, the Leaning Tower and the
Pisa Airport are minutes away. The city of Florence and its airport are an hour
away. Camp Darby’s Information, Tours & Recreation (ITR) offers daily trips
for purchase, information on highlights and other services such as hotel bookings
and discount ticket sales. Since Camp Darby is not an Armed Forces Recreation
Center, reservations are on a first come, first served basis. Accommodations
include two lodges, log cabins and campgrounds on the installation with handi-
cap-accessible rooms at the lodge and log cabins. For more information, go to
http://www.usag.livorno.army.mil or call 39- then 050-54-7225 or 050-54-7580
for Sea Pines Lodge (but they are only open Central European time from 8 a.m.
to 5 p.m.). Reservations at Sea Pines Lodge can also be made by e-mailing lodg-
ing@eur.army.mil.

e Department of Veterans Affairs warns veterans not to give credit card numbers over the
VA Warns of Scam The Dep Y Affairs (VA) gi dit card numb h

phone to callers claiming to update VA prescription information. Veteran Service Organizations brought the scam to VA's attention.
Callers will pretend to be VA representatives and will say that the VA recently changed procedures for dispensing prescriptions and

will ask for the veteran's credit card number.



SUNCOAST CHAPTER, MOAA

P.O. BOX 854

PORT RICHEY, FL.  34673-0854

oCT 2009
Happq Ha”oweeh!

f

MILITARY OFFICER’S WIVES CLUB

LUNCHEON MEETING
Wednesday
OCTOBER 21, 2008
at
SPARTAN MANOR

6121 Massachusetts Avenue, New Port Richey
Social Time: 11:30 A.M. Luncheon 12:00 Noon

The program will be
Fashion Show by Fashions Direct

(All should bring shoeboxes filled with things to send to military personnel overseas. )

Husbands and guests invited
Reservations are required: to make or cancel please call:
Dorothy Cunningham...372-7615
Elaine Dunn.................942-1153




