
  

 

 SUNCOAST CHAPTER,  
Military Officers Association of America  

ADVISOR 

This Newsletter is published for the personal use of the members of the Suncoast 
Chapter, MOAA.  It must not be used for any type of solicitation or other pur-
poses not in the best interest of this Chapter and individual members.  Opinions 
presented herein are those of the individual and not necessarily of the Chapter.  
Commercial solicitation of members using membership rolls and/or rosters is 
prohibited.  Some articles may be taken from MOAA and DoD publications. 
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    REMINDER DATES 
    6 Jan - Epiphany 
   18 Jan - M. L. King Day 
   20 Jan - Wives Club Meeting 
   24 Jan - Luncheon Cruise 
   26 Jan - Dinner Meeting 
   30 Jan - Full Moon 
     1 Feb - National Freedom Day 
     2 Feb - Groundhog Day 
   12 Feb - Lincoln’s Birthday 
   14 Feb - Valentine’s Day  
   14 Feb - Chinese New Year 
   15 Feb - President’s Day 
   17 Feb - Ash Wednesday 

Upcoming Events 
January 20, Wives Club Meeting - See page 6 for information. 
January 24, Luncheon Cruise - See page 4 for more information and reservation form. 
January 26, Dinner Meeting - Speaking will be E. Honey Dalton of The Deaf and  
Heard of Hearing Services of Florida, Inc. See page 5 for information and reservation 
form. 
February 17, Wives Club Meeting - Program to be announced. 
February 20 trip to Armed Forces Military Museum, Largo - Includes a guided tour.  
See page 4 for more information. 
February 23 Dinner Meeting - Speaker to be announced.  
March 20, A Day at the Races - Our third annual event at Tampa Bay Downs race 
track.  See page 2 for information and reservation form. 
April 10, Mount Dora - A bus trip to Mount Dora.  More information to follow. 

MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE PAYABLE 
Past Due! 

WE NEED YOU!!!  
Clip along the lines below and mail or bring to the next meeting. 

Mail to: 
Secretary, Suncoast Chapter (MOAA) 

P.O. Box 854 
Port Richey, FL 34673-0854 

————————————————————–————–———– 
I am attaching cash ( ) in the amount of $20.00 or a check (  ) in the amount of $20.00 payable to the 
Suncoast Chapter, MOAA, for my dues for the coming year.    

Auxiliary Membership will be $10.00  _______ 
 
Name ___________________________________Rank_________ Service____________ 
 
Address __________________________________________________________________ 
                       Street                                    City                                        State   ZIP 
 
Please Update:  
Email__________________________________  Telephone Number_________________ 
 
MOAA # ___________________     Scholarship Contribution $_______ 
 
Signature______________________________________ 
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Minutes of Board of Directors Meeting, Suncoast Chapter, MOAA 
Dec. 1, 2009 

 
 Meeting was called to order at 2 p.m. by President Don Knutson.  Those in attendance were Jerry Miller, Bob Wiggins, Robert Frankel, 
Dottie Cunningham, Janice Shortt, John Alderman and Don Knutson. 
 Don Knutson:  Inquired regarding Installation and party arrangements for December meeting.  Bob Wiggins reported the nominations for 
Officers and election went smoothly at the November meeting.  He said he understood the Speaker for December would pay for his own dinner, as 
he would be reimbursed by Council for any costs incurred.  Bob said he had left a voice message for Lucy and this is all set and O.K. 
 Jerry Miller, Treasurer:  Read Treasurer’s report which had been sent over computer to Board members.  Bob Frankel moved report be ap-
proved as read.  Bob Wiggins seconded and motion was approved. 
 Bob Frankel:  Asked if anyone had been able to check on whereabouts of Maj. Bob W. Stucker, Past-President, who was to be awarded 
Plaque.  Discussion was held concerning this and Bob Wiggins said he would be happy to check with neighbors.  Bob Frankel then attempted to 
call Maj. Stucker and he answered.  Bob told him the group wanted to honor him by presenting Plaque to him at December meeting and was told he 
would not attend, as his wife, Juanita, is no longer able to walk, making it very difficult for him to attempt to attend.  Bob Wiggins volunteered to 
take the Plaque to Maj. Stucker after the meeting. 
 Those who had been gone on Cruise were reminded to contact Harley concerning meal preferences for the December meeting. 
 Bob Frankel:  Reported everything O.K. concerning the upcoming boat trip.  Further information on this will be in the January Advisor.  Bob 
reported February is Museum outing at 1 p.m.  He now has the tickets for the trip to the racetrack and decision will be made concerning price to 
charge for these.  At the January Board meeting he would like suggestions concerning programs for the 2010-2011 year, as most group outings need 
to be arranged about 6 to 8 months in advance. 
 Don Knutson:  Reported on the Mount Dora trip on April 10.  He will contact manager of Gulf View Mall concerning parking and to make 
that the central pickup point.  He said bus would hold 55 and that would make cost $25 each to defray cost of transportation.  Any lunch or other 
costs would be up to the individuals making the trip.  This will be discussed further at the January meeting. 
 Bob Frankel:  The meeting room has been reserved for Board meetings on January 5 and February 2.  Jerry questioned if meeting time of 2 
p.m. was set in stone.  He said it would be easier for him to attend if at a different time.  Bob Frankel told him if any time change were made he 
would need to know at least 2 months in advance as that is how the room is reserved. 
 Meeting adjourned at 2:25 p.m. 
 Respectfully submitted, Janice Shortt for Verna Weber, Sec’y 

�

�

THIRD ANNUAL CHAPTER HORSE RACING EVENT 
 Once again we are going back to Tampa Bay Downs, 11225 Race Track Road, Tampa, FL 33626 for an exciting 
day of Horse Racing.  The date is Saturday, March 20, 2010, 11:30 AM. 
 The total cost will again be only $19 per person for a full day at the races including admission to the clubhouse, free 
parking, a program, a wonderful luncheon and reserved seats.   
 The Clubhouse luncheon buffet consists of fresh fruit salad, chilled pasta salad, Caesar Salad, California Blend 
Vegetables, Loaded Smashed Potatoes, green beans almandine, chef carved roast beef & turkey breast, cream puffs & 
cookies, freshly brewed coffee and iced tea. 
 Bob Frankel has tickets which will be distributed at the monthly meetings or by mail. Let’s plan to go and again 
have a terrific time. We also invite guests to this event. The clubhouse is easily wheel chair accessible and the chairs are 
comfortable with a spectacular view of the track.  
 Please complete the form below and send it with a check prior to March 5, 2010, made out to Suncoast chapter, 
MOAA to; Suncoast Chapter, MOAA, P.O. Box 854, Port Richey, FL 34673-0854. 

Suncoast Chapter, MOAA  Tampa Bay Downs Race Track Event 
 
Please reserve _______ reservations at $19 each = __________ for the March 20, 2010 Third 
Annual  MOAA/Racetrack event. 
 
Name _________________________  

See you at the track and good luck! 
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The Board of Directors meets 2 pm 
the  1st Tuesday of each month at 
the Pasco County Library, Re-
gency Park Branch, 9701 Little 
Road.  All members are welcome to 
attend and make any presentation.  
The General Meeting is held the 
4th Tuesday of each month, except 
May through August & Dec.  All 
members should attend.  A social 
hour is held and dinner is served at 
the Spartan Manor Restaurant. 

2009 OFFICERS,  BOARD OF  
DIRECTORS, AND STAFF 

 
President 
LtCol Don Knutson, USAF 
(352)686-9379 
drkattny2009@live.com 
Vice President 
LtCol. Robert M. Wiggins, USA 
(727) 861-1272 
boblizwiggins@verizon.net 
Secretary 
Mrs. Verna Weber, AUX 
(727)372-0932 
verna.weber1@gmail.com 
Treasurer 
Maj Gerald Miller, USAF 
(727)372-8736 
millergs@uwec.edu 
Past President 
Capt. John Stanard, USN 
(727)845-0813 
E-mail: stanardj@verizon.net 
 
Board of Directors 
 
Capt. Robert Frankel, USPHS 
 (727) 869-9435 
rfrankel@tampabay.rr.com  
 
Col. Edward Schenk, USA 
(727) 376-0982 
ewschenk@gmail.com 
 
Mrs. Dorothy Cunningham 
(727) 372-7615 
mcunningham9@verizon.net 
 
Mrs. Janice Shortt, AUX 
(727)863-4724 
jshortt@ij.net 
 
Capt. Harley Grace, USAF 
(727)863-0653 
hgrace3@tampabay.rr.com 
 
Editor & Legislative Affairs Rep  
Maj. John H. Alderman, USA 
(727) 372-3790 
alderm33@tampabay.rr.com 
Personal Affairs Officer 
LtCol Melvin Sweat, USA 
(352) 666-9244 
nosweat1@tampabay.rr.com 
Chaplin 
Capt. Morson Livingston, USA 
(813)  951-2288 
stjudesveteranscenter@gmail.com 

MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
SUNCOAST CHAPTER, MOAA 

17 November 2009 
 Meeting Called to Order at 2:05 p.m. by Pres. Don Knutson with the following in atten-
dance:  Mel Sweat, Janice Shortt, Dorothy Cunningham, Verna Weber, Don Knutson, Bob 
Wiggins, Harley Grace, Bob Frankel, Jerry Miller, John Alderman, Ed Schenk and Jack 
Stanard. 
 Don Knutson:  Reported that he has most of the necessary paperwork completed for sub-
mission of our Chapter for the Chapter Excellence award from National MOAA.  There was a 
question concerning the percent of our members who are National members.  If this is inter-
preted as including our Auxiliary members this would be only 85%, whereas if this calls for 
regular members, we would have 95%.  Conclusion is that the wording be interpreted as 
meaning Members. 
Don requested from the following: 
 John Alderman – Categorize our Legislative Program 
 Bob Wiggins – Recruiting Program and Retention of Membership 
 Mel Sweat – Don has spoken with Mel concerning providing a report on Personal 
 Affairs. 
After summarization of all info, Don will submit the packet to National. 
 Dottie Cunningham:  Reported that she and Angela Lombardo (Angela is our Auxiliary 
Liaison) attended the Veterans Day program at the St. Jude’s Homeless Veterans Resource 
Center.  They were introduced by Chaplain Livingston to others working for the organization.  
Angela Lombardo’s report –Wives of Veterans and DIC. 
 Harley Grace:  Harley receives a publication called “Touching Base”, which he noted 
that sometimes has pertinent information affecting Retirees.  This can be obtained by signing 
up for it at MacDill’s RAO office. 
 Secretary:  Verna Weber –Addendum to October Board Meeting – read and approved. 
 Correspondence reviewed and circulated for consideration, including letter from DAV 
asking our Chapter to consider placing paid “Ads” in their publication.  Consensus to disre-
gard. 
 Programs:  Bob Wiggins – At the November General Meeting we will have the Election 
of Officers and Board Members for 2010.  Our Speaker for the evening will be Treasurer 
Jerry Miller with his extensive presentation of our Country’s Flags. 
December – Our Holiday Program featuring the Installation of Officers by West Central Area 
Vice-President LtCol Larry Fernald, USAF (RET).  Entertainment will be Music by Lucy.  At 
this time a discussion was held regarding the use of an Honor Guard for the Ceremony, as we 
have had several times in the past.  LTC “Tony” Taranto, USA (RET), a Chapter member and 
former JROTC Commander for many years, might be approached.  Decision made to omit. 
January - The Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services of Florida, Inc – Speaker E. Honey Dalton. 
 Bob noted that his wife, Liz, has agreed to be our Group’s Official Photographer.  Over 
the years our Chapter is in possession of a number of Albums with photos of past and present 
members.  These are in Bob’s possession and some need to be updated.  There will be a need 
for a new album (s) to accommodate new photos.  Motion by Dottie Cunningham and 2nd by 
Ed Schenk that Bob purchase any albums necessary.  Some older photos which Bob will need 
help in identifying. Will also need to be put in an album.  Dottie suggested they be brought to 
a general meeting for identification help by members. 
 Treasurer:  Jerry Miller – Report discussed and approved.  He requested that dinners be 
paid by check for ease of record keeping. 
 John Alderman:  Noted that 40 hard copies of the Advisor had been mailed to Members 
and 20 to prospective members this past month. 
 Bob Frankel:  Has purchased 3 Past Presidents’ Plaques.  Has been attempting to contact 
Bob Stucker, who will be one of the recipients. 
 Don Knutson:  A Bus trip is planned for Sat., April 10, 2010, to Mt. Dora.  There will be 
a central location of pick-up (Gulfview Mall), at a cost of $25.  Should be fun. 
 A list of other upcoming events will be published in the Advisor, along with reservation 
forms.  Fresh ideas for 2010 and 2011 from members are welcome. 
 Jean Alderman, in Rehab, is wished speedy recovery. 
 There being no further business, meeting was adjourned at 3 p.m.  Motion by Ed Schenk, 
2nd by Jan Shortt. 
Respectfully submitted, Verna Weber, Sec’y 
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 Please join us for a beautiful 2-1/2 hour luncheon cruise with your MOAA 
colleagues and guests on the Starlite Majesty on Sunday, January 24, 2010. The 
ship will depart from the Clearwater Beach Marina, 25 Causeway Blvd, Clear-
water Beach, FL 33767-2064. Boarding will begin at 12:30 PM and departure 
will be at 1 PM.  In addition to an excellent luncheon menu and cruise, we will 
be treated to a 2-1/2 hour live “Smooth” Jazz performance.  The luncheon in-
cludes a sit-down meal with salad, bread, choice of six entrees from the menu, 

dessert, coffee and tea.  Any other beverages are extra.  This will be a delightful afternoon for everyone. The total cost 
per person including service charge will be only $35. 
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 Follow S.R. 60 west through Clearwater over the Memorial Causeway, to Clearwater Beach. As you approach the 
beach, look to your left and you will see the Clearwater Beach Marina. You will come to a roundabout. Go three quarters 
of the way and exit at the marina sign. Turn left once you are in the parking lot by the Post Office. The Majesty is at the 
far east end.  
 Parking information: Half day parking permits are available for $2 from the Majesty ticket office. This permit will 
cover the meter for the time you are on the luncheon cruise.  However, if you do not wish to pay for parking, there is a 
free lot located 120 yards east of the marina across a small foot-bridge.  
 “Tickets” information: Because there will not be a dinner meeting just prior to the cruise, it will be necessary for me 
to be at the marina early. I will personally distribute the tickets at that time. If anyone wants their tickets earlier, please 
call or e-mail me and I’ll mail the tickets to you.  Bob Frankel, (727) 869-9435 or rfrankel@tampabay.rr.com. 

 Please complete the form below along with your check made out to the Suncoast Chapter, MOAA  and send to: 
Secretary, Suncoast Chapter, MOAA;  PO Box 854; Port Richey, FL 34673-0854. The reservation should be received by 
our chapter prior to January 4, 2010.  If you have any questions, please contact Bob Frankel at (727) 869-9435 or at 
rfrankel@tampabay.rr.com. 

 
Please reserve _____ places at $35 each = _________ for the January 24, 2010 luncheon cruise. 
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 Your chapter is planning an Armed Forces Military Museum 
Tour on Saturday, February 20, 2010. The museum is located at 2050 
34th Way N, Largo, Florida 33771. Their telephone number is (727) 
539-8371.  The 35,000 square feet museum contains hundreds of mili-
tary exhibits from World War I to the present. It will be an exciting 
tour for all of us. 
   The admission fee to the museum ($8 per person) will be waived 
for retired officers with ID card. We will meet prior to 1:00 pm to be-
gin the tour promptly at 1:00.  Spouses will be charged $8.  Lunch is 

on your own.  Driving directions to the museum will appear in the February Advisor. 

THE ARMED FORCES MILITARY MUSEUM  
LUNCHEON RECEPTION BUFFET AND TOUR                                     
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MEAL RESERVATION  

Please mail your check  payable to Suncoast Chapter, MOAA, for $18.00 per person, tips and gratuity included, and meal 
selection to Secretary,  Suncoast Chapter, P.O. Box 854, Port Richey, Fl., 34673-0854.   We will base our count to Spartan 
Manor on the number of reservations that we receive.   Please send your check and meal selection so that it is received by 
Friday before the meeting.  If this presents a difficulty, call Harley Grace at 863-0653.  We will meet at: 

SPARTAN MANOR 
6121 Massachusetts Ave., New Port Richey, Fl. 

Our Next Dinner Meeting  
Will be 

26 JANUARY 2010 
Social hour is 6 pm (1800 hours). Dinner will be served at 7pm (1900 hours) 

Speaking will be: 
E. Honey Dalton of The Deaf and Hard of 

Hearing Services of Florida, Inc. 

Entrée choices are:  (Please indicate selection) 
Chicken Marsala 
Fish Florentine 

Veggie Plate 

Please make reservations for _____ persons for this meeting (at $18 per). 
If you have any special dietary requirements please list them here. 

 
Name and telephone number:______________________________________________ 

 
Signature_______________________________________________________________ 

 
I will need a ride:  Yes(   )   No  (  ) 
———————————————————————————————————— 

2009 Tax/Pay Statements  
Schedules Released 

 The Defense Finance and Accounting Service (DFAS) 
recently announced the 2009 tax and pay statement release 
schedule. 
 The annual retiree account statement (RAS), the annui-
tant account, and the Internal Revenue Service form 1099R  
are available online now (via myPay).  
 Retirees and annuitants who rely on hard copies via the 
U.S. Postal Service should have received their tax and pay 
statements by the end of December. 
 What cost-of-living adjustment (COLA) increase should 
retirees and annuitants see in their annual account statement 
this holiday season? You could say a lump of COLA! 
 Inflation action declined during 2009, but the law doesn't 
allow a negative COLA so retirees and annuitants won't see 
any change in their gross retired pay from DFAS in 2010. 
 Retirees with questions about account statements or tax 
forms should call the DFAS Contact Center at 1-800-321-
1080. 

 DFAS myPay System Update  
 All existing Personal Email Addresses were deleted 
from myPay on 30 NOV 09.  If you want a Personal 
Email Address you may enter it as a Secure Personal 
Email Address.  It should be secure enough that sensi-
tive information as well as general notifications may be 
sent to it and it may not match an existing email address 
on myPay. To add your Personal Email Address as your 
Secure Personal Email Address select the email address 
option located on your myPay main menu. You must 
enter the Secure Personal Email Address twice.  Ques-
tions regarding this myPay change may be directed to 
the Centralized Customer Support Unit at 1(888)-332-
7411, commercial (216) 522-5096, Defense Switching 
Network (DSN) 580-5096 (07-1830 EST).   

Some of our members are in need of our special get 
well thoughts and prayers -- Virginia Fletcher and 
husband Ernest, Juanita Stucker, Jean Alderman, 
and Ray Collard. There may be others that we don't 
know about. 
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 SUNCOAST CHAPTER, MOAA 

 
P.O. BOX 854 

 
PORT RICHEY, FL    34673-0854 

 
 

 

MILITARY OFFICER’S WIVES CLUB 
LUNCHEON MEETING  

Wednesday 
JANUARY 20, 2010 

at 
SPARTAN MANOR 

6121 Massachusetts Avenue, New Port Richey 
Social Time: 11:30 A.M.  Luncheon 12:00 Noon 

 
The program will be:  

Annual White Elephant Auction 
 

 Husbands and guests invited 
Reservations are required: to make or cancel please call: 

   Dorothy Cunningham...372-7615 
   Elaine Dunn.....……......942-1153 
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