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Medicare/TRICARE Fix Won’t Wait

Florida Council of Chapters Congress planned to address the Medicare/

: TRICARE doctor payment and therapy cap prob-
D on’?g?g\;?r:r?igr;ear’s convenlr-ems as part of national health reform. But health
tion, May 21 — 23. It will be at th eform is now in limbo, and those two fixes can't

=— Crowne Plaza hotel in Ft. Myers, aalt'

modern, beautiful, hotel that featur%"
many amenities. It's easy to get to — just wedtdh (exit 131) And
on Daniels Parkway.

If you're more into just relaxing and meeting athdOAA
members, the Hospitality Room will have not jusidand drinks
but hands-on computer help, simple health screemnthe VA
clinic, and even a craft corner where you can naakbell craft to
take home and a puzzle to work on, and more. ghtnit will
become a place to relax with a tall one with frigidd and new
Cont'd Page 4.
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Medicare and TRICARE payments to doctors
be cut a devastating 21% as of March 1, 2010.
Medicare payments for speech, physical and
occupational therapy have been capped at $1,860 a
year, as of January 1, 2010. Unless Congress acts
quickly, many doctors will stop seeing Medicare/
TRICARE patients and stroke/accident victims will
hit the therapy cap.
Push your legislatorfor action on these urgent

problems now!

Contacts for Haitian Relief
Federal Tax Law Changes for 2009 - 2017 The U.S. State Department requests that anyone wish

Many of the tax breaks in recent tax-relief billere de- ing to support Haiti relief efforts please check thllowing

signed to be phased in over a number of years;eoindexed to Websites: _
inflation. To help you determine how these tax laffect your Donate $10 to the American Red Cross - chargedot y
long-term plans, this article explains the changelseduled toC€! Phone bill - by texting "HAITI" to "90999,"

: . Contribute online to thRed Cross/SupportHgiti
come into effect through 2017. Pick a yea}r fromtﬂnet_able 10 Find more ways to help through thenter for International
learn what tax changes affect that year's retuws. include pjsaster information
changes for 2009 because they affect tax return8l Y@ work- visit the White House Haiti Earthquake website
ing on in the spring of 201Gee the full article on Military.com Visit the U.S. State Department website

. : And for news on relief efforts, visit
Xerox Is Domg Somethmg Cool the DoD Haitian Earthquake Relief

If you go to this web sitejyww.LetsSayThanks.conyou can pick out a thank you carghpya0e
and Xerox will print it and it will be sent to aldeer that is currently serving in Iraq. You capt

pick out who gets it, but it will go to a membertbé& armed services. REMINDER DATES
12 Feb - Lincoln’s Birthday

Upcoming Events 14 Feb - Valentine's Day
February 17, Wives Club MeetingSee Page 6 for information. 14 Feb - Chinese New Year
February 20 trip to Armed Forces Military Museunar¢io- Includes a guided tour. See pdgel5 Feb - President’s Day
4 for more information. 17 Feb - Ash Wednesday
February 23 Dinner MeetingSee page 5 for information and reservation form. 17 Feb - Wives Club Meeting
March 20, A Day at the Race€ur third annual event at Tampa Bay Downs ramekt Sed 20 Feb - Military Museum Trip
page 3 for information and reservation form. 22 Feb - Washington's BD
April 10, Mount Dora- A bus trip to Mount Dora. See page 4 for infation and reservation 23 Feb - Dinner Meeting
form. 28 Feb - Full Moon
November 12, Show Palace Dinner Theat@ur Chapter and guests will attend the musjca8 Feb - Purim
“OKLAHOMA". We have the same excellent seats athia past at $42 per person. 2 Mar - Board Meeting
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MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
SUNCOAST CHAPTER, MOAA

5 JANUARY 2010

Meeting called to order at 2:05 p.m. by Pres. Dant€on with the following in atten-
dance: Harley Grace, Bob Wiggins, John Aldermaon Binutson, Bob Frankel, Dottie Cun-
ningham, Janice Shortt, Mel Sweat.

Don Knutson: Reported he needed Auxiliary Liaiseport yet before submitting paper-
work to National MOAA for the Chapter Excellence and. Dottie said she would contact An-
gela Lombardo concerning this. Don asked if anyelse needed a copy of the tax exception
certificate. He reported plans for the Mount Datp bn April 10 were going well. Cost should
be $25 per person to cover transportation expene Group to meet at Gulf View Mall at 7
a.m. and the tour would include a winery, Mount ®and a German bakery. The Annual Con-
vention for 2010 will be held at Fort Myers on Mag, 22 and 23. He has reservation forms
and the hotel is the Crown Plaza. The Chapter @&sl discussed, and will be reviewed at next
meeting. Treasurer’s report as received by e-was reviewed. Janice moved it be approved
as submitted. Bob Wiggins seconded and the matisrapproved.

Bob Wiggins reported the speaker for February ingeE. Honey Dalton of the Deaf and
Hard of Hearing Services of Florida, has been e¢owdd. He reported that he is still having a
problem with getting Chapter information in the &asSection, St. Petersburg Times. The Sun-
coast News has been great about publishing anyniafiion. Bob said he had been unable to
give the plaque to Maj. Bob Stucker as Maj. Studias been out of own

Bob Frankel said he has confirmed with the librdmy date March 2 for that board meeting.
He asked John to show January 10 as final dagmtogsfor the January 24 luncheon cruise and éonbers to
contact him directly. He currently has 27 signedbuthis. He reported the Military Museum tgpmn sched-
ule. He also has already received the tickeTaimpa Downs and the $19 cost covers parking, egpnolyinch
and reserved seating for the races. March 9fiméthelate for sign up. He requested ideas liqurfagrams and
the Show Palace dinner theater production of Oidaltfor a fall activity. In the spring they feattite produc-
tion of “How to Succeed in Business Without Re@lying”. He will bring this option up at the nexéneral
meeting.

Dottie said she would try to contact the Stann@yeger and Yourtee again as they had indicatgd the
wanted to go on the luncheon cruise but were rtbeasign-up list.

Mel reported on Ray Collard's cancer conditior.skid Ray had lost so much weight he was notaable
receive his treatment in December however, hgjisriag to eat better and hopes to get his weigtht b

Harley requested dinner reservations from merpbessnt.

Bob Wiggins made motion to adjoun. Bob Frankebrsded and meeting adjourned at 2:40 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, Janice Shortt for Vernd#&ieSecretary

Recent Events _
Two recent events provided a good tig
'and much entertainment for Chapter m¢
bers. The annual Christmas dinner with
¥ sic and dancing was held at the Spafj.

@ Manor December 15th. On January 24th
Bl & Chapter enjoyed a smooth jazz performc g
M and lunch on a cruise aboard the Starlite Majesty. You mayneee

; pictures from these eventsvatvw.suncoastmoaa.org/photos.htm

Have You Heard? The Hunting Dog

stjudesveteranscenter@gmail.com

In the Blue Ridge Mountains, there was a retirdtbsavho was reputed to have the best

The Board of Directors meets 2 pm hunting dog ever, by the name of "Chief". Threemhdls went-up into the mountains and

the 1st Tuesday of each month atwanted to rent him. The old sailor said, “good mmtlog,...gonna cost ya $50.00 a day." They
the Pasco County Library, Re- ga4reed and three days later came back with thé limi

gR%r;%Y Aﬁ|arﬂ(er§£2?scg}eﬂio;gﬂt% The next year they came back. "Chief got bettenng cost you $75.00 a day," again they
attend and make any presentation. agreed, and two days later they came back wittirtiie

The General Meeting is held the The third year they came back and told the oltbs#iey had to have Chief even if it cost

Al\f/fgyT;Jherz?JZ% O,Luegaucsht rgogtg(,: eXXﬁptflSlOO.OO a day. The old sailor replied, "You canehthe worthless mutt for $5.00 a day, and I'm
members should attend. A social ©v€rcharging you $4.00!"" The bewildered Admiraisked, "But we don't understand, what
hour is held and dinner is served at happened to him?" "Well, a crew from the Navy basHorfolk came up and rented him. One

the Spartan Manor Restaurant. of the idiots called him Master Chief, and he's heen sitting on his ass barkin' ever since..."



MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE PAYABLE
Past Duel!
WE NEED You!ll
Clip the form below and mail or bring to the next meeting.
Malil to:
Secretary, Suncoast Chapter (MOAA)
P.O. Box 854
Port Richey, FL 34673-0854

| am attaching cash () in the amount of $20.00 a check ( ) in the amount of $20.00 payable to ti&uncoast
Chapter, MOAA, for my dues for the coming year. Aixiliary Membership will be $10.00

Name Rank Service
Address

Street City State ZIP
Please Update:
Email Telephdamber
MOAA # Scholarship Contrithon $
Signature

@ TAMPA BAY DOWNS

, I N = MO
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THIRD ANNUAL CHAPTER HORSE RACING EVENT

Once again we are going back to Tampa Bay Dowh223 Race Track Road, Tampa, FL 33626 for an exgiti
day of Horse Racing. The date is Saturday, Ma;2@10, 11:30 AM for lunch.

The total cost will again be only $19 per persand full day at the races including admissiorh® ¢lubhouse, free
parking, a program, a wonderful luncheon and rexkseats.

The Clubhouse luncheon buffet consists of fresi §alad, chilled pasta salad, Caesar salad,dtailif blend vege-
tables, loaded smashed potatoes, green beans ammacief carved roast beef & turkey breast, creafis & cookies,
freshly brewed coffee and iced tea. Bob Franksl tickets which will be distributed at the montmheetings or by
mail. Let's plan to go and again have a terrifiodi We also invite guests to this event. The clubhds easily wheel
chair accessible and the chairs are comfortable avifpectacular view of the track.

Please complete the form below and send it witheck prior to March 9, 2010, made out to Suncohapter,
MOAA to; Suncoast Chapter, MOAA, P.O. Box 854, FRithey, FL 34673-0854.

See you at the track and good luck!

Suncoast Chapter, MOAA Tampa Bay Downs Race TEagnt

Please reserve reservations at $19 each = for the March 20, 2010 Third
Annual MOAA/Racetrack event.

Name




THE ARMED FORCES
MILITARY MUSEUM TOUR

Your chapter is planning an Armed Forces Militdviuseum
Tour on Saturday, February 20, 2010. The museuotaed at 2050
34" way N, Largo, Florida 33771. Their telephone numise(727)
539-8371. The 35,000 square feet museum contamdréds of mili-
tary exhibits from World War | to the present. lillvbe an exciting
tour for all of us.
The admission fee to the museum ($8 per persoh)wilvaived for retired officers with ID card. Wellwneet
prior to 1:00 pm to begin the tour promptly at 1:006pouses will be charged $8. Lunch is on youmn ow
Take US 19 south to Ulmerton Road (SR-688). Tughtr{west) on Ulmerton Road. Continue past Bel¢head
(approximately ¥4 mile) to 34Way North. A Citgo gas station will be at the carmf 34" Way North and Ulmerton
Road. Turn right on 34Way North. The museum entrance is at the endigftreet.

Trip to
Mount Dora

April 10th will be our day for a bus trip to Moubtora. The price will be $25 per person (not inahgdmeals).
We will meet at the NW corner of SR 52 and US 19:46 am. Then the bus will take us to Mount Datapping at
the German Bakery at some point during the trigfoBe April 5th, please complete the form below ardd it with a
check made out to Suncoast chapter, MOAA to; Swsidohapter, MOAA, P.O. Box 854, Port Richey, FL 33®854.

Suncoast Chapter, MOAA Dade City Trip

Please reserve seats at $25 each = for the April 10, 2010 Trip to Mont
Dora.

Name

Convention, cont'd from page 1

The Lee Coast chapter of MOAA has set up a golingufior anyone interested at The Dunes golf coors&anibel
Island. A round of golf is estimated at $50.00 #mat includes the cart. If you want to do thatrFeiday May 21, contact
Dr. John Frymoyer, Lee Coast chapter Presiden®@#4Z2-9396 or email him &bfrys@aol.com

Some interesting seminars are planned. Along thighmost important one, concerning the latest MO®@farmation,
there will be a MOAA/FCOC member who was a flightgeon flying Navy and Air Force jet fighters inéfiNam who
now has six eye clinics, speak about the lateshviations in eye surgery.

And a seminar just for fun! Author RobBfacomber, who writes historical novels about taily naval campaigns
during the Civil War era, will give a talk. He hgigoken to the Army War College as well as mangwo#udiences all over
the country. He is a very enthusiastic and livelyeaker. You can check out his web site in advaaice
www.robertmacomber.com

Along with the seminars, there will be a tset up to visit the Edison-Ford Winter Estateboras Edison and Henry
Ford were best friends — Edison even gave somésgirbperty to Ford so he could build a winter hameet door. There
will be a guide dressed in period costume who takethe character he/she is portraying — it mightMrs. Minna Edison
telling you about her house and garden and theds¢hey entertained there, or Mr. Ford talkinguathis fishing trips with
Edison. There is also the laboratory that Edisseduvhile down here, with all the bottles and géslpe worked with.

For details and registration form, go to therila Council of Chapters websiteww.moaafl.org click on the
“convention” tab, then choose “2010” conventioryou can contact Jim Conner at 239-542-562jimaifl@comcast.net




MEAL RESERVATION

Please mail your check payable to Suncoast ChapteMOAA, for $18.00 per person, tips and gratuity ircluded, and mea
selection to Secretary, Suncoast Chapter, P.O. B&64, Port Richey, Fl., 34673-0854. We will baser count to Spartan
Manor on the number of reservations that we receive Please send your check and meal selection sattit is received by
Friday before the meeting. If this presents a dif€ulty, call Harley Grace at 863-0653. We will meeat:

SPARTAN MANOR
6121 Massachusetts Ave., New Port Richey, FI.
Our Next Dinner Meeting
Will be

23 FEBRUARY 2010
Social hour is 6 pm (1800 hours). Dinner will beveel at 7pm (1900 hours)

Speaking will be:
Captain Jack Armstrong, Pasco County
Sheriff's Dept, talking about Self Protection

Entrée choices are:(Please indicate selectipn
Greek Chicken
Roast Beef
Veggie Plate

Please make reservations for persons for tmseeting (at $18 per).
If you have any special dietary requirements pleaskst them here.

Name and telephone number:

Signature

| will need aride: Yes( ) No ()

New Redesigned VA Web- VA Burial Benefit Update

She VA offers the following benefits and services to honor Nation's deceased
The'U.S. Department of Veter\/eterans. For detailed Information about all VA beneditsl services, refer to
ans Affairs (VA) recently rolled outWWW VAL a0V

the first phase of a large-scale renova- Headst d Markers: VA turnish {10 ¢
tion for its Department of Veterans eadstones and Markers: can furnish a monument to meargrave of an

Affairs (VA) website. The first and eligible Veteran.
most visible step of the renovation  Presidential Memorial Certificate (PMC): VA can provide a®Mr eligible

consists of changing the websitet®cipients.

look. Some of the major changes in-  Burial Flag: VA can provide an American flag to drape anildigVeteran's
clude improvements in the navigacasket.

tional structure that provide consis-  Rejmbursement of Burial Expenses: Generally VA can gayrial allowance
tency among all sites and consolidalg ¢ o for Veterans who die of service related causesceftain other Veter-
major topics; a slide show section th tns, VA can pay $300 for burial and funeral expense$aad for a burial plot.
showcases current VA events or ho L _ .

topics: and a "Quick List" with links Bgna! ina VA Ngtlonal Cemetery: Most Veterans and sa@pendents can
directly to important applica-be buried in a VA national cemetery.

tions such a¥eterans On Line Appli- Time Limits: There is no time limit to claim reimburserhef burial ex-
cations (VONAPP) and My- penses for a service related death. In other cases, claim$benfiltd within two
HealtheVet. To view the new versionyears of the Veteran's burial.

of the Website, visitvww.va.gov
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MILITARY OFFICER’S WIVES
CLUB

LUNCHEON MEETING
Wednesday
FEBRUARY 17, 2010
at
SPARTAN MANOR

6121 Massachusetts Avenue, New Port Richey
Social Time: 11:30 A.M. Luncheon 12:00 Noon

The program will be:
The History of Our Flag by Chapter
Member Maj. Jerry Miller

Husbands and guests invited
Reservations are required: to make or cancel pleasall:
Dorothy Cunningham...372-7615
Elaine Dunn................. 942-1153




